
"To many people technolo-
gy may be just another 

worldly thing, but for our 
kids, technology opens up 
a whole new world, that 
they are fascinated by" 

 
Zelda Botha, 

Educator- Alta Du Toit School 

Technology Opens the World for Special Needs Learners: 
The Alta Du Toit School Story 
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A 
lta du Toit LSEN School of-
fers specialized, professional 
education to learners with 
intellectual disabilities from 

different cultural backgrounds, many of 
whom come from households where 
they may never be afforded access to 
any form of technology.  The school 
caters to severely intellectually disa-
bled learners. The school aims to pro-
vide every child with the best possible 
opportunity to progress according to 

Botha works very closely with col-
league and friend, Marleze Ferreira, 
and the two are rarely found to be idle 
- even during the school holidays they 
are actively involved in the sports and 
athletics side of the school, as well as 
attending various workshops and con-
ferences on education.   
 
When it comes to driving the integra-
tion of technology in the school, Botha 
and Ferreira are joined by Delanie 
Geldenhuys and Christelle Nortjé.  
Having taught as a school in the UK, 
Geldenhuys has brought back lots of 
lesson ideas that the school uses, 
while Nortjé uses the board to teach 
sign language for Augmentative and 
Alternative Communication (AAC).  
Together this team are achieving out-
standing results in the use of technolo-

their ability and at their own tempo.  As 
far as possible they are enabled to 
become self-supporting adults, who 
readily engage in the community to 
which they belong.   
 

Extraordinary Staff Members Go 
Above and Beyond 

Edit Microsystems recently had the 
privilege of interviewing Zelda Botha, a 
teacher at Alta Du Toit school for the 
past 6 years, and one of the key driv-
ers of technology in the school.   Bo-
tha's passion for teaching learners with 
special needs is evident in everything 
she does.  In her highly colourful class-
room you will find evidence of many 
late nights of labour, creating adapta-
tions for each and every learner in her 
class.  
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The Alta Du Toit Technology Team: Marleze Ferreira, Christelle 
Nortjé, Delanie Geldenhuys and Zelda Botha  

following the pictures on their own… In 
the beginning I had to show them how 
to use the pens, where to choose the 
shapes, but now many of them will get 
up and do things on their own.  And 
most importantly, they absolutely love 
it.” 
 

Request for Support 
Additional technology is always need-
ed to help accommodate more learn-
ers with specific needs. If you would 
like to support the school in their ef-
forts to ensure that every child is in-
cluded, please contact the school 
http://www.altadutoit.com/  
 
If you or your organisation would like 
to develop a project that can help larg-
er groups of schools like Alta Du Toit 
School, Edit Microsystems would love 
to speak to you. Please contact us. 

The board was installed in a central 
classroom that could be accessed by 
different classes on a rotating sched-
ule.  The school soon found that with 
only one available interactive white-
board room, demand to use the 
“whiteboard class” far outweighed the 
supply.  Luckily, following a report de-
tailing how well the board was being 
utilised, DionWired decided to donate 
a second board to the school in 2013.  
The schedule for these two interactive 
whiteboard classrooms is still jam 
packed, but at least now every single 
learner in the school has a chance to 
work on the board at least once a 
week.   
 
Botha believes that having the oppor-
tunity to use technology is truly unlock-
ing the potential of the learners at the 
school.  “I can‟t believe what they do 
without me showing them.  Just by 

gy in the school.  
 

Selected for Donation 
In 2012, Alta Du Toit were selected by 
DionWired to receive a donation of an 
interactive whiteboard and Clicker 6 
program, as part of the DionWired 
Special Needs Project, which is rolled 
out annually through Edit Microsys-
tems.  According to Botha, when the 
staff first heard that they would be re-
ceiving a SMART Board donation, they 
were excited but also wary that this 
might increase their workload, espe-
cially since most of the teachers had 
very little experience with technology.   
 
After the initial training, Botha explains 
that the other teachers were excited 
but also scared because it was so 
much new information to take in.  
That‟s where Botha and Ferreira 
stepped in.  Botha explains that she 
and Ferreira calmed the other teachers 
down, “We said „don‟t worry, we will 
help you,‟ and we started designing 
lessons on the board that they can do.”   
 

Simple Yet Effective 
They started with simple lessons, 
which were ideal for both the learners 
who need to develop basic skills, as 
well as for the teachers, who needed 
to be eased into using the new tech-
nology.  Botha and Ferreira designed 
activities such as getting the learners 
to write on the board with the different 
pens, drawing shapes and colouring 
in.  They found that these seemingly 
simple lessons opened up a whole 
new world of enjoyment of learning for 
the children in their classes. “When we 
started using the board and realising 
what it could do… at first just to watch 
videos and the kids loved that, then 
creating our own simple lessons, and 
they loved that, then we took photos of 
the learners and put them on the board 
and ooh they loved that…everything 
we would do, the kids just loved.”   
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